
T
H

E
A

U
S

T
R

A
L

IA-T
H

A
IL

A
N

D
B

U
S

IN
E

S
S

C
O

U
N

C
IL

has 
a 

m
ission 

to 
convey 

to
A

ustralian industry that the tim
e is N

O
W

,
rather than in the future, to aggressively
pursue opportunities for bilateral trade and
investm

ent.

N
O

W
is the tim

e to increase existing 
involvem

ent.

N
O

W
is the tim

e to seriously explore 
m

arket entry.

For 
A

ustralian 
business 

the 
prospect 

of 
a 

Free 
T

rade
A

greem
ent w

ith T
hailand m

akes T
hailand a m

ore attractive
business prospect. T

he very process w
ill lead to businesses

in both countries becom
ing m

ore know
ledgeable of one

another.

T
hailand has been building a new

 econom
y. In response to

the 1997 ‘crisis’
the country took up the challenge of

am
bitious political and econom

ic reform
. A

lthough not
perfect in their execution, these reform

s are positioning
T

hailand, in sharp contrast to m
ost of its neighbours, to

w
ithstand the full im

pact of future econom
ic dow

nturns.

Significant levels of foreign investm
ent are flow

ing into
T

hailand. T
here is recognition that T

hailand’s recovering
standard of living, its population of about seventy m

illion,
and its geographical location m

ake it the ideal regional
entry point to A

FTA
’s tariff concessions and five hundred

m
illion person m

arketplace.

W
ith reform

 still being pursued, the prospect of T
hailand’s

econom
y speedily becom

ing one of the largest in A
sia

should be brought to a reality.

T
hrough m

em
bership you can:-

•
build im

proved bilateral business links;

•
share in its capacity to input to policy m

aking
through the C

ouncil’s access to and liaison w
ith

both governm
ents;

•
add strategic value to your investm

ent

A
T

B
C

 w
ill do this by providing know

ledge,
prom

otion and support for
business enterprises

through the creation of opportunities for
linkages, netw

orking and appropriate
interaction w

ith both governm
ents.

T
he A

T
B

C
 operates to:

(a)
Provide netw

orking and inform
ation access 

events for persons interested or involved in 
the

bilateral com
m

erce.

(b)
Increase the know

ledge of persons at the highest
levels of governm

ent, finance and business of both
countries w

ith regard to trends in, and the
im

pedim
ents to, the bilateral com

m
erce.

(c)
Increase the aw

areness of the capabilities of each
country’s business com

m
unity and also of the areas

of investm
ent opportunity.

(d)
O

ffer assistance and co-operation to other groups
w

ith sim
ilar objectives.

(e)
Foster friendship and understanding betw

een the
business com

m
unities of both countries.

T
he C

ouncil has a num
ber of state based C

hapters w
hich

achieve, together w
ith the national body, the ‘O

bjectives’
through the follow

ing services and activities:

(a)
R

elationship w
ith G

overnm
ent

E
stablish w

ith relevant G
overnm

ent representatives
and officials a relationship of direct access and m

utual
resource for the purpose of prom

oting grow
th in the

bilateral com
m

erce.

Participate in, as appropriate, the pursuit of specific
bilateral goals.

(b)
M

em
bership Services

M
em

bership netw
orking and inform

ation access
through the organisation of relevant events and
linkages w

ith other bodies sharing the bilateral focus.

A
forum

 for discussion of bilateral business issues in
such areas as, but not exclusively:

•
tariff and non tariff barriers/m

arket access

•
financial requirem

ents

•
partner selection and evaluation

•
statutory environm

ent

•
long-term

 partnerships vs short-term
 technology

transfer

•
translation services

•
expatriate entry and exit planning

•
specific industry trends and opportunities

R
epresentations on behalf of M

em
bers to either or

both G
overnm

ents.

M
em

bership database developm
ent to include details

of M
em

bers’activities.

R
egular com

m
unication w

ith M
em

bers.

H
ow

 d
o w

e op
erate?

W
hy join

 th
e A

u
stralia-T

h
ailan

d
 B

u
sin

ess
C

ou
n

cil (A
T

B
C

)?

W
hy is T

h
ailan

d
 so attractive a

d
estin

ation
?



(c)
P

ublic E
vents

A
nnual Joint B

usiness C
onference of A

ustralian and
T

hailand sections of the A
T

B
C

.

Forum
s and associated study tours.

Functions for visiting dignitaries.

Sem
inars and functions for M

em
bers.

(d)
E

xternal A
ffiliations

L
inkages w

ith other groups w
ith sim

ilar interests.

In 1980 a num
ber of A

ustralian com
panies w

ith interests in
T

hailand form
ed the T

hai-A
ustralia C

ham
ber of C

om
m

erce
and 

Industry 
(TA

C
C

I) 
as 

a 
private 

sector 
initiative 

to
develop connections and to prom

ote A
ustralian business in

T
hailand.

A
t a tim

e w
hen A

ustralian business generally w
as show

ing
little interest in T

hailand, TA
C

C
I had a considerable im

pact
in T

hailand developing netw
orks at the top of T

hai business
and governm

ent.

In 
1987, 

TA
C

C
I 

evolved 
into 

the 
A

ustralia 
T

hailand
B

usiness C
ouncil (A

T
B

C
). In the years that follow

ed there
w

as a m
erger w

ith a longstanding bilateral business group
in V

ictoria and the developm
ent of the C

hapter structure.

T
he 

form
ation 

of 
the A

T
B

C
’s A

ustralian 
and T

hailand
Sections represented the creation of the first form

al link
betw

een the private sectors of A
ustralia and T

hailand.

T
he B

usiness C
ouncil has adopted a state based chapter

structure to better serve the netw
orking, inform

ation access,
opportunity identification needs of the m

em
bership. A

s a
non-profit 

organisation 
it 

is 
funded 

by 
the 

annual
subscriptions 

received 
from

 
its 

m
em

bership 
and 

any
surplus gained on its functions.

M
em

bership of the A
T

B
C

 com
prises a cross section of

business interests from
 the largest corporations to sm

all
individual consultancies. C

urrent m
em

bership represents a
significant proportion of A

ustralian business interests in
T

hailand. M
em

bership is open to any A
ustralian based

organisation, or individual, w
ith an interest in T

hailand.

T
he 

C
ouncil 

w
orks 

closely 
w

ith 
their 

respective
governm

ents and this collaboration is acknow
ledged by the

governm
ents in their inviting A

T
B

C
 representation at the

Joint T
rade C

om
m

ittee talks of officials and  M
inisterial

E
conom

ic C
om

m
ission m

eetings.

B
etw

een 
general 

m
eetings 

of 
the 

A
T

B
C

 
– 

A
ustralian

Section, the A
T

B
C

 E
xecutive holds regular m

eetings and is
responsible for the conduct of the C

ouncil’s affairs. T
he

E
xecutive C

om
m

ittee com
prises the C

hairperson of each
C

hapter as V
ice Presidents, and a President, T

reasurer and
C

om
m

ittee of up to ten persons elected at the A
nnual

G
eneral M

eeting.

T
he C

ouncil is serviced by the International D
ivision of the

A
ustralian C

ham
ber of C

om
m

erce &
 Industry (A

C
C

I) in
A

ustralia and the T
hai C

ham
ber of C

om
m

erce (T
C

C
) in

T
hailand.

F
or

further
inform

ation contact:-

T
he E

xecutive D
irector

A
ustralia-T

hailand B
usiness C

ouncil
P

O
 B

ox E
14   K

IN
G

ST
O

N
    A

C
T

2604

Tel: 02 6273 2311          F
ax: 02 6273 3196

E
-m

ail: atbc@
acci.asn.au

A
ustralia-T

hailand
B

usiness C
ounci l

Your 
invitation 
to join"T

he A
ustralia-T

hailand B
usiness

C
ouncil’s(A

T
B

C
) contacts w

ithin 
T

hailand helped our business gain 
the T

hai G
overnm

ent recognition 
w

e sought. N
ow

, it is assisting 
us expand our activities 

in T
hailand."

G
rant A

tkinson, 
R

ocket Film
 E

quipm
ent 

"T
he C

ouncil provides excellent 
netw

orking and inform
ation 

exchange activities. 
Im

portantly, it helps us 
gain access to the 

policy m
akers."

Sam
 L

o R
icco, 

D
eloitte Touche Tohm

atsu

O
rgan

isation
 an

d
 M

em
b

ersh
ip

B
ack

grou
n

d
 H

istory


